CHAPTER    XXI
UNDERGROUND  WORK, REINSTATEMENT OF  PAVING,
AND PATCHING
the question of laying or renewing underground mains in the
public highway has been until recently a fairly simple process The
rapid increase towards perfection of modern roads has heen accom-
panied by an equally rapid development and extension of under-
ground mains of various kinds, especially in connection with the use
of electricity. The principal mains which have to be considered in
connection with highway work are :—
 1.	Sewers.
 2.	Surface and foul water drains.
 3.	Water or hydraulic power mains.
4  Gas mains.
5,	G.P 0. telephones.
6.	Electricity mains.
All these varying classes of mains have their individual systems,
each with innumerable connections to property.
It is possible that there will be a further development of under-
ground work in large cities, as, for instance, along the lines of a
parcel-delivery system.
Where very large sewers or subways have been laid, the problem
,of reinstatement is not of so much importance, because these give
access throughout..
The modern road, whether it be of a tar or bituminous nature, or
concrete foundations or surface, should not be interfered with except
in very urgent circumstances. The cost of providing a suitable
road crust for modern traffic is so very heavy that no authority can
afford to have it disturbed whilst the surface is in good condition.
Once disturbance has been allowed to take place it is exceedingly
difficult to bring the road to its former condition. Cross trenches are
particularly objectionable, as they set up that vibration which pro-
duces corrugation.
The Public Utilities Street Works Act, 1950.
The Public Utilities Street Works Act, 1950 has been introduced
to avoid unnecessary and frequent disturbances of the highway.
This Act was brought in to provide a " Street Works code of
Statutory Powers for Mains Authorities or Undertakers "; it came
into operation on April 26th, 1951, and supersedes all other general
209

